Chitchula Pidugu and After
The following is the analysis and out-line of the play 'Chitchula
Pidugu'. In the first scene, the hero Mangal Pande delivers an in-
spiring address in an aside in powerful language: "You British devil!
Has not your anger subsided? Hasn't your thirst quenched? In the
second scene Huson Bow a British soldier shoots Pande - Then
Pande stabs Huson Bow with his sword. Huson Bow fell down
mortally wounded. As he made a futile attempt to get up, a Sepoy
killed him with the baynet of his rifle. Afterwards an army officer
named Wheeler came on the spot and issued orders to arrest Mangal
Pande. The Jamedar informed him that none of the soldiers would
touch Mangal Pande as he was a Brahmin. Another Army officer
called Hersey came with his two sons and tried to kill Pande. Pande
wanted to commit suicide shooting himself as he was un-willing to
die at the hands of the enemy. He did not die. The Jamedar admitted
him in the hospital. In the third scene Pande who was going to be
hanged spoke the following words addressed to the British: "If your
nation cares for the lives of its people, you should quit our country"
With these words he was executed.
As the author introduced the theory of Non-violence towards
the end of the play Editor Annapoornaiah deleted it. Considering
his play as highly objectionable as it incited the people to revolt
against the government, the Government tried Annapoornaiah un-
der Sections 124A -I-153 A and sentenced him to imprisionment for
2 years and a fine of Rs. 500, in default imprisonment for a further
period of six months. The play was banned undeer G.O.Ms. No.
906 Dt. 6.9.29.
Although there were prohibitive orders against the drama, it was
put on boards in 1929 by the Guntur Youth League. For the suc-
cessful staging of the drama Amancharla Gopalarao, Konvalli
Subhrahmanyam, Madabhushi Venkatachari and the then Munici-
pal Chairman Barrister Nadimpalli Narasimharao managed with-
out attracting the notice of the police. It was witnessed by the elite